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Essential QuestionEssential Question 
How can  

  poetry  
    & 

     2.0 technology  
promote language ability? 
 
 

Pattern Poetry       Web 2.0 Technologies 
 

 
 
              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Purpose of Poetry                                   Purpose of Web 2.0 
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Making Connections: 

Reading, Writing, and Evaluating Poetry on a Blog 
The Common Core Standards for English Language Arts 

Reading 
 
 
 
Writing 
 
 
 
Speaking and Listening 
 
 
 
Language 
 
 
 
 
Media and Technology 
 

 
 
 

Reflection Writing:   
   How can poetry and a class blog empower our EL learners? 
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Using Poems to Teach English 
 
Holmes, V. L. & Moulton, M. R. (2001). Writing Simple Poems. Cambridge: CUP.  
 
Page 3: Poetry promotes language acquisition. Through writing simple pattern poems, 
learners can: 
- Play with words and see what fits because the burden of discovering a proper 

format for a poem is removed 
- Create a polished piece of writing in a relatively short period, thereby 

experiencing “instant gratification” 
- Rehearse correct spelling 
- Use familiar vocabulary 
- Discover new vocabulary while using the dictionary or thesaurus to find words 

that serve their ideas 
- Practice specific language structures such as phrases, word order, and verb tense 
- Develop confidence in their ability to share ideas in writing 
- Nurture creativity by giving their imaginations free reign 
- Cultivate logical and sequential thinking skills through storytelling 
- Refine summarizing skills 

 
Despite their simple, uncomplicated nature, pattern poems reinforce, and even teach, 
multiple language skills while challenging students to share their vision of the world 
around them in a nonthreatening way. Most patterns can be used with all levels and ages 
of learners.  
 
Pages 5-6: Some hints: 
- Interactive modeling: (Working on a poem with the teacher) Students learn from 

observation and interaction with others in their immediate environment. Students 
easily learn writing strategies from writing with the teacher. 

- Collaborative groups: Groups collaborate when they work on the same piece of 
writing together (small groups). 

- Cooperative groups: Students help each other with individually written pieces. 
Various types of peer response: brainstorming, structuring poems, and responding 
to each other’s drafts. 

- Inductive thinking: structural patterns can be explained to students, or they can 
figure out the patterns themselves (problem-solving). 

- Sensory stimulation: Sensory stimuli (pictures, sounds, video clips, textiles, etc.) 
help the creative process.  

- Sharing students’ poems: Share students’ poems in the classroom (displays, 
poetry readings, exhibitions, cassette tapes, poetry greeting cards, calendars, etc.) 
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1. Adjective poem 
Teaching points: Adjectives, Adjectives after linking verbs, Thesaurus usage. 
 
Six lines develop a series of adjectives to describe a single topic or action. Good practice for 
identifying and creating adjectives. 
e.g. 

Ricky Martin 
Ricky Martin is handsome 

Ricky Martin is handsome, sexy 
Is handsome, sexy, popular 

Handsome, sexy, popular, Latino 
Singer 

Pollution 
Pollution is contaminated 

Pollution is contaminated, foul 
Is contaminated, foul, tainted 

Contaminated, foul, tainted, dirty 
Poison 

Structure: 
Noun 
Fog 

Noun verb adjective 1 
Fog is white 

Noun verb adjective 1, adjective 2 
Fog is white, wet 

Verb adjective 1, adjective 2, adjective 3 
Is white, wet, thick 

Adjective 1, adjective 2, adjective 3. adjective 4 
White, wet, thick, cold 

Noun 
Morning 

My adjective poem 
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2. Adverb poem 
Teaching points: Adverb, Dictionary skills, Thesaurus usage. 
e.g. 

Radio 
Radio plays loudly 

Radio plays loudly, brightly 
Plays loudly, brightly, wildly 

Loudly, brightly, wildly, energetically 
When the music rocks 

Moon 
Moon glows softly 

Moon glows softly, silvery 
Glows softly, silvery, soothingly 

Softly, silvery, soothingly, sleepily 
At night 

 
Pattern: 
Line 1: Noun 
Line 2: Same noun + verb + adverb 1 
Line 3: Same noun + verb + adverb 1, adverb 2 
Line 4: Verb + adverb 1, adverb 2, adverb 3 
Line 5: Adverb 1, adverb 2, adverb 3, adverb 4 
Line 6: Phrase or clause showing condition, time, or place 
 
My Adverb poem 
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3. Cinquain 
Teaching points: Nouns, Adjectives, Participles, Synonyms. 
e.g. 

Dogs 
Furry, cuddly 

Running, playing, barking 
Always loyal and loving 

Friends 

Snow White 
Beautiful, kind 

Singing, dreaming, waiting 
Until her love arrives 

Princess 
 
Pattern: 
Line 1: Noun 
Line 2: Two adjectives 
Line 3: Three present participles 
Line 4: Four-word phrase 
Line 5: Synonym for noun or closely related noun. 
 
My Cinquain 
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4. Preposition poem 
Teaching points: Prepositions and prepositional phrases, Sequencing. 
e.g. 
Over the wall, 
Under the plant, 
Onto the stones, 
The grasshopper jumped. 

Between the crowded ticket lines, 
Behind the smelly hot-dog stand, 
Around the circling Ferris wheel, 
Beyond the fortune-teller’s tent, and 
Through the house of mirrors, 
I searched for my brother. 

 
Pattern: 
Line 1: Prepositional phrase 
Line 2: Prepositional phrase 
Line 3: Prepositional phrase 
Line 4: Prepositional phrase 
Line 5: Prepositional phrase 
Line 6: Main clause about an event or object. 
 
My preposition poem 
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Playing with Poetry 
 

Burned Out Teacher Blues ~ 
A Walk in My Shoes 

By Martha Rankin, 4th Grade Teacher 
 

At five o’clock I rise, 

Dark rings under my eyes. 

As I contemplate 

My emotional state, 

I realize… 

 

… I’m gaining weight. 

I haven’t had a date. 

And in my free time…I laminate. 

I can’t concentrate. 

I’m in bed by eight. 

I fear I’m sick and will contaminate. 

Burned Out Teacher Blues 
 
By ________________________________ 
 

At _________ o’clock I rise. 

___________________________________ 

As I _______________________________ 

___________________________________ 

I___________________________________ 

 
 
I’m ________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

And________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________

Word Bank for Contemplate 

 
Word Bank for Rise 

1 syllable 2 syllables 3 syllables 4 syllables 

Wise 
 

Surmise Exercise 
 

Internalize 
 

 

1 syllable 2 syllables 3 syllables 4 syllables 

Wait 
 

Sedate Terminate Exasperate 
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Burned Out Teacher Blues ~ A Walk in My Shoes ~ © 2012 Martha Rankin  
 

At five o’clock I rise, 
Dark rings under my eyes. 

As I contemplate 
My emotional state, 

I realize… 
 

… I’m gaining weight. 
I haven’t had a date. 

And in my free time…I laminate. 
I can’t concentrate. 
I’m in bed by eight. 

I fear I’m sick and will contaminate. 
 

So I went to the doctor  
To see what I had. 

And the doctor said,  
“Dear, Martha, it’s looking bad. 

According to your visible,  
Physical,  

Pitifully sickly features 
You’re one of them sufferin’  

Burned-out teachers. 
Sufferin’ from them burned-out teacher blues. 

You’re payin’ your dues.   
Wouldn’t walk in your shoes!” 

 
But there’s no time to waste; 

I’ve got to cut and paste. 
Do that science lesson on the sense of taste. 

I’ve got to enumerate my lesson plans, 
Then go fumigate the school trashcans. 

Cuz, you see,  
One of my etymologists-to-be 

Accidently dropped her cockroach farm. 
The roaches are out,  

And they’re causing quite an alarm. 
All over the school yard. 

 
So I thought I’d write a letter,  

Hoping to feel a bit better, 
Saying my fill  
To Capitol Hill 

 
 

Dear Ladies and Gents, 
I take my pen to vent 

About the present situation 
Of education in our nation. 

I’d like to share my feelings concerning 
What I consider to be our #1 priority 

CHILDREN LEARNING. 
 

But, we’ve got daddies in jail. 
Sometimes the bullies prevail. 

And for some of our kids  
The check ain’t in the mail. 

 
It’s a poverty tale, 

And you are wagging the dog. 
There’s no bill on the hill 

That will drill down through this fog. 
 

So we drill for The Test. 
You say kids’ skill will be blessed 

By this Miraculous  
Yes, Fabulous, Magnanimous Test. 

 
We’ve got program improvement. 

We’ve got papers to prove it. 
We are lagging; yes we’re dragging, 

It’s inadequate movement. 
 

Oh, did I forget to mention, 
How it’s causing us some tension, 

You’re upset about the debt, 
So you go threatening our pension? 

 
So, dear Ladies and Gents, 

I hope you take my sentiments, 
As a grain of a sand 

That first will chafe, and then demand, 
That you stop on your beach, 

That you look down at your feet 
And complete this very thought: 

Are we defeating what we’ve got? 
We’ve got parents, staff and students 
Needing lasting, real improvement.

 


